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“В. PRESIDENT: Counsel for the defendant organizations have each 

taken a large part of their time in arguing the legal principles which derive 
from tho Charter, and, in many cases, seek to go behind the Charter itself. 
They have argued that the procedure envisioned by the Charter amounts to 
collective punishment, that the idea of fastening criminality on organizations 
is unigue in law and that the maxim "nulla poena sine lege” is being violated 
by these proceedings, 1 shall not review the legal arguments on this subject 
since they were exhaustively covered by Justice Jackson in his address in 
February. But I do assert again that we are not here seeking a collective 

ation of individuals; we are seeking to establish one thing--and one 


thing only, L which taken together fastened the 


in history for wha 
за which openly violated all tenets of 
cency and law held in every Civilized Le ty Jefe Counsel argue that 
ations criminal, the members will become martyrs, 
you exonerate these organization he members who took vows 
bedisnce to Hitler and to Himmler and who committed millions 
oncentration camps, mistreated and starved a murdered thousand. 
anes of these organizations, will saj We are vindicated, 
told us was the truth, Ї organizati to which 
ur unconditional obedience were not criminal organizations and we 


һе censured for having belonged to them." They will find in 


1445491 of these organizations justification for these horrible 


and the opportunity fo svivine them in one form or another to 
again upon the civilized world the terrible consequences of criminal 
been made in the argument to the Sedition Act of 1910, 
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of organizational criminality is not foreign 
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that, apart from constitutions. questions which are inapplicable 
here, the Congress of the United Stat.s could not provide, as in this 
Charter, that the criminal character of the organization should first 


tigated in a general proceeding in which all members are given a chance 


of appearing in person or by representation, reserving their personal 


defenses to subsequent trials in which they may contest all questions except 
the single question of whether the orsanization was criminal. What we seek 
not a criminal conviction of the members of these organizations. 
individual criminality is not an issue before this Tribunal. The only 
15 whether the Tribunal shall or shall not declare these organizations 
have been criminal. 
The very anonymity which the Nazis intended to give to crime by the use 
organizations plagues us to t.e end of this trial. after these 
proceedings are concluded, this same organizational anonymity will plague the 
ok those who are responsible for 
the vast majority of 
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against civilization. By a у of criminality ag 
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in the name of a political 
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troom, the Chief Prosecutor for the 
tobert Н. Jackson made a statement 
ing the criminality of 
attitude of the Unite: 
‘tions. І can do no better than to remind the Tribunal 
ioministerinz preventive justice with a view to fore- 
repetition of these crimes against peace, crimes against 
meS, it would be a greater catastrophe to acquit 


һап it would | о acquit the entire twenty- 
lants in the bo) These defendants! power for 
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